4                     TO MRS. RICHMOND THACKERAY                1817

are so many good Boys to play with. S- James's Park is a very fine
place S^ Pauls Church too I like very much it is a finer place than I
expected I hope Captain Smyth s is well, give my love to him and
tell him he must bring you home to your affectionate little Son
William Thackeray

William got so tired of his pen he cou'd not write longer with it,6
so he hopes you will be able to read his pencil.

Our kind love to all.

Shou'd you be acquainted with Col1- Lamb you may have the
pleasure of informing him his four sons are in high health, & that
the eldest, won one of the orders of merit on the Speech day, &
spoke very well, the little one lives half the day with us, & calls,
G-Mama & Aunt Becher,7 win you give me a penny, win you. Tell
Harriet8 I had a letter from Warwick ten days ago they were all
well. I had a letter from her of the date of mine.

William drew me your house in Calcutta not omitting his mon-
key looking out of the window ,& Black Betty at the top drying her
Towells. & told us of the number you collected on his Birth day in
that large Room he pointed to us!

5 See Memoranda, Major Henry Carmichael-Smyth.   The sketch above 'is
presumably of him.

6 Thackeray's tracing in ink extends only through I tike very much.

7 Anne Becher, Thackeray's great-aunt, lived with her mother in Fareham,
Hampshire, the Fareport of Denis Duvd. We learn from Lady Ritchie (Bio-
graphical Introductions, VIII, xiii) that she was the original of Miss Martha
Honeyman in The Newcomes.  Lady Ritchie's memories of a childhood visit
with Miss Becher in Fareham are recorded in St. Nicholas, XVII, 102-103.

8 Harriet Graham, wife of Captain Allan Graham of the Bengal Artillery.,
who was the oldest sister of Thackeray's mother.